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CANFIELD FRIDAY

official

amendment
considered and approved

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE
TO THE PEOPLE OF STATE OF OHIO

The Fourth Constitutional Convention having been - authorized to draft a partial or complete revision
of the fundamental law of the hereby announces the conclusion and result its labors

Forty one Amendments to the Constitution been agreed to These with an amendment on
schedule will be submitted to popular vote September 3 1912

The form of the ballot will permit a separate vote on each amendment and the majority of the
votes cast upon any amendment will be sufficient for its adoption

The members of the Convention appreciate profoundly the honor of the they were called upon
to render and- - await with hope approval the verdict of a sovereign people

A facsimile the ballot to be used at the special election and the text of each amendment to be
submitted accompanied with explanatory matter authorized by the Convention are herewith set

Attest C B GALBREATH Secretary 1P HERBERT S BIGELOW President

Number 1
Reform in Civil Jury System

ARTICLE T

Sec 6 The right of trial by jury shall be Inviolate except that In civil cases
laws maybo passecLto authorize the rendering of a verdict by the concurrence of not
less than three fourths of the jury

By this amendment no change is made in the right or method of
trial by jury in criminal cases but if the law making body so de-

sires
¬

provision may be made that in civil cases a verdict may be
rendered in the event that not less than nine of the jurymen agree
thereon

Number 2

Geo 9 All ii

Abolition bf Capital Punishment
ARTICLE I

ersons shall bo bailable by sufficient sureties except1 those charged
it tia i tA rlirrAn whan nrnnf 14 ovlrlnnt np thn nrpsnmot on ureal

Excessive ball shall not bo required nor excessive fines Imposed nor cruel and
unusual punishments Inflicted nor shall life be taken as a punishment for crime
Until otherwise provided by law persons convicted of crimes heretofore punishable
ty death shall be punished by imprisonment In the penitentiary- - during life

The foregoing amendment if adopted by the electorate of the
state will substitute ljfe imprisonment for the death penalty There
will be no more legal executions in the state for crime of any kind

Number 3
Depositions by State and Comment on Failure of Accused to Testify

in Criminal Cases
ARTICLE T

Sec 10 Except In cases of impeachment cases the army and navy
or in the militia When In actual service In time of war or public danger and cases
Involving offenses for which the penalty provided Is less than imprisonment In the
iienltenttary no person shall bo held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous
crime unless on presentment or Indictment of a- - grand Jury and tho number of
persons necessary toconstitute such grand Jury and the number thereof necessary to
concur In finding such indictment shall be determined by law In tny trial In any
court the party accused shall be allowed to appear and defend in person and with
counsel to demand the nature and cause of the accusation agalnsf him and to have
a copy thereof to meet the witnesses face to face and to have compulsory process
to procure the attendance of witnesses In his behalf and a snecdy public trial by

Jury of the county In which the offense is alleged to havo been com-

mitter
¬

but provision may be made by law for the taking of the deposition by the
accused or by tho state to be used for or against the accused of any witness whose
attendance can not bo had at the trial always securing to tho accused means and
the opportunity to be present In person and with counsel at the taking of such
deposition and to examine tho wltnessface to face as fully and in tho same manner
as If In court No person shall be compelled In any criminal case to bo a witness
nealnst himself but his failure to testify may be cons tiered by the court and Jury
and may be made yfho subject of comment by counsel No person shall bo ttwlce
pu In Jeopardy for the same offense

The amendment proposes I- - That the number of persons
to constitute a grand jury and the number necessary to concur in

j ii t loll Imi Informinpft hv Iriw At nrPBPtlt 1Iinuillg uii iimimini - j y4 i- - -
f grand jury is composedof fifteen persons at least of whom

Al necessary to concur in finding an indictment

accused and also by the state of the deposition of any witness
attendance cannot be liad at the trial It is also provided in the
amendment that if such depositions are taken the means and the
opportunity must always be secured to the accused to be present

- in person and with counsel at such taking and to examine the wit-

ness
¬

whose deposition is so being taken in the same manner as if
present in court

r 3 That if the accused fails to testify such failure may be consid- -

eied by the court andjuryand may be made the subject of comment
by counsel none of which may be done at present

f Number 4
Suit3 Against the State

ATfTTi rra I
Sec 16 All courts shall be open and every person for an injury done htm in

his land goodsperson or reputation shall have remedy by due course otlznanC
shall have JUBUCO auminiaiercu witiuut Mcitm w uvtuj w 0
ugainst the state in such courts and in such manner as maybe provided by law

Under our present system of procedure persons having disputed
claims against the state must either have them allowed by the gen-

eral

¬

assembly or must secure permission by special law to bring
suit against the state To simplify this and to prevent unnecessary
fegislationthis amendment is proposed If adopted it will authorize
individuals to bring suit against the state the same as against private
persons in such courts and in such manner as may be provided by
law

Number 5
Damage for Wrongful Death

ARTICLE T

SeoV 19aT The amount of damages recoverable by civil action in the courts for
5StAUi - vmT by Use wrongful ci nesivci ur uuuuu yi uuuiuvf umt iivi vv ujMtcu

TAjvr im w i -

tf - i nnnw ma present rnnmiiiiiuiii in a qyjl aciion fpr death caused
H3 i i tp TA llflMltir - I 1IHby the wrongful act neglect or of another legislature

5 i
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This is an exact copy of an notice issued
by authority of the Constitutional Convention The
explanatory matter following each has
been by vote of the
Convention

THE

State of
have

service
of

of
forth

arlslngtn

twelve

whose

may limit the amount of the recovery and has exercised that right
If this amendment is adopted the law making power can place no
limit on the amount of recovery in such cases

Number 6
Initiative and Referendum

ARTICLE IL
Sec 1 Tho legislative power of the state shall be vested in a general assembly

consisting of a senate and house of represntatlves but the people reserve to them-
selves

¬

the power to propose to the general assembly laws and amendments to the
constitution and to adopt or reject the same at the polls on a referendum vote as
hereinafter provided They also reserve the power to adopt or reject any law section
of any law or any item in any law appropriating monoy passed by the general
assembly except a3 herelnafterprovided and Independent of tho general assembly
to propose amendments to the constitution and to o Oopt or reject the same at thepolls The limitations expressed in the constitution on the power of the general
assembly to enact laws shall be deemed limitations on the power of tho people to
enact laws

Sec la The first aforestatcd power reserved by the people is designated the
Initiative and the signatures of ten per centum of the electors shall be roqulred upon
a petition to propose an amendment to the constitution When a petition signed by
the aforesaid required number of electors shall have been filed with tho secretary
of state and verified a3 herein pr vlded proposing an amendment to tho con-
stitution

¬

the full text of which shall have been set forth In such petition thesecretary of state shall submit for the approval or rejection of the electors the
proposed amendment In tho manner hereinafter provided at the next succeeding
regularor general election in any year occurring subsequent to ninety days after thofiling of such petlUon The initiative petitions above described shall havo printed
across tho top thereof Amendment to tho Constitution Proposed by Initiative
Petition to be Submitted Directly to the Electors

Sec lb When at any time not loss than ten days prior to tho commencement
of any session of the general assembly there shall have been filed with tho secretary
of statoa petition signed by three per centum of tho electors and verified as herein
provided proposing a law tho full text of which shall havo been set forth in such
petition the secretary of state shall transmit tbe same to the general assembly as
soon as It oonvenes If said proposed law shalHbe passed by the general assembly
either as petitioned for or in an amended form it shall bo subject to the referendum
If It shall not bo passed or it It shall be passed in an amended term or If no action
shall bo taken thereon within four months from the tlmo It is received by the goneral
assembly it shall bo submitted by the secretary of state to the electors for theirapproval or rejection at the next regular or general election If such submission shall
be demanded by supplementary peUtlon verified as herein provided and signed by not
less than three per centum of the electors in addition to those signing1 the original
petition which supplementary petlUon must be signed and filed with the secretary
of state within ninety days after the proposed law shall have been rejected by the
general assembly or after tho expiration of such term of fourmonths if no action
has been token thereon or after the law as passed by the general assembly shall
have been filed by the governor In the office of the secretary of state The
proposed law shall be submitted in the form demanded by such supplementary
petition which form shall bo either as first petiUoned for or with any amendment
or amendments which may have been incorporated therein by either branch or by
both branches of the general assembly If a proposed law so submitted is approved
by a majority of the electors voting thereon It shall be the law and shall go Into
effect as heroin provided In lieu of any amended form of said law which may have
been passed by the general assembly and such amended law passed by the general
assembly shall not go Into effect until and unless the law proposed by supplementary
petition shall have boen rejected by the electors All such Initiative petitions last
abovo described shall have printed across the top thereof In case of proposed laws

Law Proposed by Initiative Petition First to be Submitted to the General Assembly
Ballots shall bo so printed as to permit an affirmative or negative vote upon each
measure submitted to tho electors Any proposed law or amendment to tho consti-
tution

¬

submitted to tho electors as provided in section la and section lb If approved
by a majority cf the electors voting thereon Bhall take effect thirty days after the
election at which it was approyed and shall be published by the secretary of state
If conflicting proposed laws or conflicting proposed amendments to the constitution
shall be approved at the samo election by a majority of the total number of votes
cast for and against the same the one receiving the highest number of affirmative
votes shall be tho law or In the enso of amendments to tho constitution shall be the
amendment to the constitution No law proposed by Initiative petition and approved
by the electors shall bo subject to tho veto of tho govcrrfor- -

Sec lc Tho second nforcstated power reserved by tho people is designated tho
referendum and tho signatures of six per centum of tho electors shall bo required
upon a petition to order the submission to the electors of tho stato for thelnapproval
or rejection of any law section of any law or any Item In any law appropriating
money passed by the general assembly No law passed by the general assembly shall
go Into effect until ninety days after It shnll have been filed by tho governor In tbe
office of tho seoretary of Btate except as herein provided When a petition signed
by bIx per centum of the electors of tho state and verified as herein provided shall
have been filed with tho secretary of state within ninety days after any law shall
havo been filed with the governor in tho office of tho secretary of state ordering
that Buchlaw section of such law or any item in such law appropriating money be
submitted to the electors of tho state for their approval or rejection the secretary
of state shall submit to the electors of tho stato for their approval or rejection such
law section or item In the manner herein provided at the next succeeding regular
or general election In any year occurring subsequent to sixty days aftr tho filing
of such petition and no such law section or item shall go into effect until and unless
approved by a majority of those voting upon the same If however a referendum
petition is filed against any such section or item the remainder of the law shall not
thereby be prevented or delayed from going Into effect

Seo Id Laws providing for tax levies appropriations for the current expenses
of thb state government and Btate institutions and emergency laws necessary for
the Immediate preservation of the public peace health or safety shall go into imme ¬

diate effect Such emergency laws upon a yea and nay vote must receive the vote
of two thirds of all the members elected to each branch of the general assembly
and the reasons for such necessity shall be set forth in one section of the law which
section shall bo passed only upon a yea abd nay vote upon a separate roll call
thereon The laws mentldned in this section shall not be subject to referendum

Sec le The powers defined herein as the initiative and referendum shall
not be used to pass a law authorizing any closslftcaUon of property for the purpose
of levying different rates of taxation thereon or of authorizing tho levy of any single
tax on land or land values or land Bites at a higher rate or by a different rule thun
Is or may be applied to improvements thereon or to personal property

Run It rho Inltlnllvn nnrl referendum nnwertt nre hereby reserved tO tllC
of each municipality on all questions which such municipalities may now or

ereafter be authorized by law to control by K isIatlve action such powers shall be
exercised in me manner now or nereaiier proviaeu oy uw

Ren Irf Anv iiiltlntlvn HiinnlAmentnrv or referendum netltlon may be pre
sented In separata parts but each part shall contain a full and correct copy of the
title and text of ho law section or item thereof sought to be referred or- the
proposed Jaw or proposed amendment to the constitution Bach signer of any
initiative supplementary or referendum petition must be an elector of the state and
shall place en such petition after his name the date ef signing and his place of
residence A lner residing outside ef a municipality shall stato tho township and
nnnntv In whtnh Ha nutMeg A rcjJdent nf n munfclDlltv shall state in addition to- - -- - - r - - -- 3

the name ox sucJtt murucipauiy ine sireei ana numuer u any 01 hm rcsiatnco
the ward and precinct in which tho same is located The names of all signers to
such petition shall be written in ink each signer for himself To each part of such
petlUon shall ke attached the affidavit of the person soliciting the signatures to the
same which affidavit shall contain a statement of the number of the signers of such
pari or Bucn peimon ena snau state mat ucn 01 ine signatures uiim ucu iuuwinnrt wan vrtarin In thA nrMfHA nf the afllnllt thllt to the best ofr his knowledge and
belief each signature Qn such part lr the genuine signature of the person whose
name it purports to be that fie believes tho persons who have signed It to be
electors that they1 so signed said petition with knowledge pt the contents thereof
that each signer signed the same on tho date tttuted opposite his name and no
nthx offlHivll hi atn hull he renillred Thn netltlon And llcnatlires IIDon SUOll
potlUons so verified shall be eaumed to be In all respects sufficient unless not

V

later than forty days before tho elecUon It shall be otherwise proved and In suchevent ten additional days shall be allowed for the filing of additional signatures to
such petlUon No law or amendment to the constltuUon submitted to the electorsby Initiative and supplementary petition and receiving nn aillrmatlvo majority of thovotes cast thereon shall bo held unconsUtuUonal or void on account of the Insuf ¬
ficiency of the petitions by which such submission of the same was procured nor
shall the rejection of any law submitted by referendum petition bo held invalid for
such Insufficiency Upon all Initiative supplementary and referendum petitions
provided for In any of the sections of this article it shall be necessary to file from -

each of one half of tho counties of the state petitions bearing the signatures of not
less than one half of the designated percentage of tho electors of such county Atrue copy of all laws or proposed laws or proposed amendments to the constitution
together with an argument or explanation or both for and also an argument or
explanation or both asalnst the same shall bo prepared Tho person or persona
who preparo the argument or explanation or both against any law section or Item
submitted to tho electors by referendum petition may bo named In such petition and
tho persons who preparo the argument or explanation or both for any proposed lawor proposed amendment to the constitution may bo named In the petition proposing
tho same The person or persons who prepare the argument or explanation or both
for the law section or Item submitted to tho electors by referendum petition oragainst any proposed law submitted by supplementary petition shall be named by
the general assembly If In session and If not in session then by tho governor Thesecretary of state shall cause to be printed the law is proposed law or proposed
amendment to the constitution together with the arguments and explanations not
exoeedlng a total of three hundred words for each und also the arguments nnd
explanations not exceeding a total of three hundred words against each and shall
mall or otherwise distribute a copy of such law or proposed law or proposed
amondment to the constitution together with such nrguments and explanations for
and against the same to each of the electors of the state as far as may be reasonably
possible Unless otherwise provided by law the secretary of state shall cause to bo
placed upon the ballots tho tltlo of any such law or proposed law or proposed
amondment to the constitution to be submitted He shall also cause tho ballots so
to bo printed as to permit nn affirmative or negative vote upon each law section of
law or item In a law appropriating money or proposed law or proposed amendment
to the constitution Tho style of all laws submitted by Initiative and supplementary
Detition shall be Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Ohio anil nf nit
consUtutlonal amendments Be It Resolved by the People of the Stato of Ohio Tho
basis upon which tho required numoer or petitioners in any case snail bo determined
shall bo the total number of votes cast for the office of governor at the last preceding
election therefor Tho foregoing provisions of this section shall bo self executing
excopt as herein otherwise provided Laws may be passed to facilitate their
operation but In no way limiting or restricting either such provisions or tho powers
herein reserved

SCHEDULE
Tho foregoing amendment if adopted by tho electors shall take effect October

1 1912

The purpose of this amendment is to enable the people to pror
pose amendments to the constitution to propose laws to the general
assembly for enactment and also to enable the electors to require
any law passed by the general assembly to be submitted to a popu-
lar

¬

vote
The amendment provides

1 That if ten per centum of the electors sign a petition to be
filed with the secretary of state proposing an amendment to the
constitution such proposed amendment shall be submitted to the
electors at the next election held subsequent to ninety days after the
filing of such petition If the majority of those voting upon the pro-
posed

¬

amendment vote in the ainrmative the amendment becomes
a part of the constitution

2 That if at any timtf not less than ten days prior to the com- - -

mencement of any session of the gcnrjral assembly three per centum
of the electors shall sign a petition proposing a bill and shall file the
same with the secretary of state it shall be transmitted by him tr
the general assembly If the general assembly passes the- - bill as
petitioned for it shall become a law subject always to the refer-
endum

¬

as hereinafter defined If the general assembly fails to pass
the law petitioned for or passes it in an amended form a petition
containing the signatures of three per centum of the electors in
addition to the original three per centum1 may require the submis-
sion

¬

to the voters for approval or rejection of the law originally peti-
tioned

¬

for or as modified by any of the amendments proposed by the
general assembly If a majority of those voting on the proposed
measure vote in favor of it then it shall become a law and the law
passed by the legislature if any pursuant to the petition presented
to the general assembly shall become void

3 That at any time within ninety days after a law passed by the
general assembly has been filed with the secretary of state six per
centum of the electors may sign and file with the secretary of state a
petition demanding the submission of such law to the people at their
next election for their approval or rejection If a majority of those
voting upon the measure vote against the same it shall be void

4 Thct laws providing for tax levies appropriations for the
current expenses of the state government and institutions and emer
gency laws necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace health or safety shall go into effect immediately if they re--
ceive a two thirds vote of all the members elected to the general v
assembly

5 That the initiativeand referendum shall not be used to pass
laws authorizing the classification of property for taxation or for l

the levyof any single tax on land qr land values It provides that
the initiative and referendum powers are reserved to the people of
each municipality to be exercised in the manner now or hereafter j
provided by law A

6 That each of one half of the counties of the state must furV
nish the signatures of not less than one half of the designated per r

-

centageot tne electors 01 sucn county wv
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